96                                             Paracelsus
From then on, spotty records of Theophrastus' wanderings
turn up in the Balkan peninsula and the Greek islands, always
following Venetian trade routes, stopping at the outposts of the
vast empire which the crusaders had built for the lagoon mer-
chants. Venice was still the great sea power in the Mediter-
ranean, but her might was challenged by Sultan Suleiman. The
Orders of crusading Knights garrisoned the advance bases of
Christian conquest, Cyprus and Rhodes. Paracelsus lived
through the terrible siege of Rhodes, where more people were
killed by malnutrition and cholera than by the Turks. The
island fell in 1522, and Paracelsus had a narrow escape from
capture. He was among the few who were evacuated the night
before the surrender. It has been suggested that he was in the
diplomatic service of the Venetians, for he continued to visit
places of strategic interest to that power. Some of the islands of
which he shows some knowledge hold,a memorable place in the
history of science. Kos was the birthplace of Hippocrates,
father of Greek medicine; Samos, of Pythagoras, oldest of Oc-
cidental mystics; Lesbos, of Theophrastos of Eresos, Paracelsus'
namesake.
After a short visit to Venice, Theophrastus crossed the
Adriatic to the Dalmatian coast. There he stayed almost a year,
working in the mercury mines which belonged to the Vene-
tians.
Early in 1524, he was back in his father's house at Villach.
He brought home the wonder drug laudanum and an enormous
sword from which he never after parted, not even in sleep. In
its hollow pommel he allegedly kept the laudanum, his great-
est treasure.8 He never used the sword for any other purpose,
having acquired a strong distaste for military action.
He also brought home experience which became the founda-
tion of his doctrines in medicine and chemistry. He had gained
insight into the varied forms a disease can take under different